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Tom Brady

NOVEMBER  /  DECEMBER ����

SHARES HIS NEW PLAYBOOK
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DESIGN FORWARD

 WORKS
LIKE A 
CHARM

there’s something of the 
magician in Hervé Van der 
Straeten, the French furniture 
and lighting designer with the 
uncanny ability to make cabinet 
drawers vanish, glass appear to 
melt and a toddler-style tower  
of lacquered cubes support a con-
sole table with aplomb. Van der 
Straeten works hard to maintain 
these illusions: From an atelier 
just outside of Paris, he crafts 
his pieces with the refinement 
of an 18th-century ébéniste. 
The designer is now celebrat-
ing a 20-year collaboration with 
New York’s Ralph Pucci gallery  
in a show of 12 pieces, from  
a parchment-and-lacquer side-
board with swooping bronze 
handles (pictured left) to a faceted 
mirror. A rock-crystal chandelier 
that evokes Van der Straeten’s 
beginnings as an avant-garde  
jeweler—taken up straight out 
of art school by fashion futurist 
Thierry Mugler. Since then, it has 
been nothing but pure enchant-
ment.—Sarah Medford

Hervé Van der Straeten Buffet Satellite,  
price on request; ralphpucci.com peterisland.com

lying just southwest of Tortola, Peter Island 
is a wild patch of land sticking out of the sea, 
with something of a “Pirates of the Caribbean” 
history. (There’s a reason the main stretch of 
sand is called Deadman’s Beach.) These days it is 
the largest of the privately owned islands in the 
British Virgin Islands. And since 2017, when Hur-
ricane Irma destroyed the main resort, there has 
been no place for eager visitors to stay. It has taken 
six years to rebuild on the footprint of the old 
’70s compound, but the new Peter Island Resort 
opens this fall with many upgrades it received 
as part of that overhaul, most importantly that 
the bulk of the 52 accommodations now face 
the beach and pale-blue waves beyond. There is 
also a full-service marina for guests arriving by 
sailboat or 200-foot yacht, and high above it all, 
perched on a mountaintop, is the 21,000 square 
feet six-bedroom Falcon’s Nest suite (above left), 
which benefits from panoramic ocean views.

AWAY GAME

THE COAST  
IS CLEAR

TABLE TALK

What’s Cooking
Long a fixture of the Miami Beach scene,  
the 23-year-old restaurant and private club 
Casa Tua opened outposts in Paris and Aspen 
before finding its way to New York this fall.  
The Upper East Side address, in The Surrey 
hotel, has public and members-only dining 
spaces, serving spaghetti alla nerano (right) 
and other Mediterranean-style dishes.
casatualife.com

Abu Dhabi Art 
Fair opens.

Curve! Women 
Carvers on 

the Northwest 
Coast opens  

at the Audain 
Art Museum  

in Whistler,  
British  

Columbia.

Nan Goldin: This Will Not 
End Well opens at the Neue 

Nationalgalerie in Berlin.

Digital 
Witness: 

Revolutions 
in Design, 

Photography, 
and Film opens 

at LACMA.

Electric Dreams: 
Art and Technology 
Before the Internet 
opens at the Tate 
Modern in London.

Sculptural Celadon  
of the Goryeo Dynasty 

opens at the National  
Museum of Korea in 

Seoul. Polke/Goya opens 
at the Museo Nacional  
del Prado in Madrid.

Flight into Egypt: 
Black Artists and 
Ancient Egypt, 
1876–Now opens 
at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art  
in New York.
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